
By HEATHER NELLIS
Recorder News Staff

GLOVERVILLE — A city
man has been indicted by the
Fulton County Grand Jury,
accused of aiding an accused
murderer in destroying evi-
dence.

Gordon L. Wilson, 45, of 11
Carpenter St. allegedly helped

Randy L. Green, 26, of 19
Wilson St., burn clothing and a
knife used in the August early-
morning murder of Raymond
Pike on the F. J. & G. Rail Trail.
Wilson was charged with one
count of tampering with evi-
dence.

Prior to his murder, Pike and his
roommate allegedly invited
Green back to their apartment,

where they had been drinking
heavily and arguing throughout
the day.

Gloversville Police Capt. Jim
Lorenzoni said that police cannot
verify whether or not Wilson was
Pike’s roommate, but that “they
have shared a room in the past.”

Lorenzoni said Wilson has been
“observed and can be placed
together with Green before and

after Pike’s death,” but police
haven’t been able to place Wilson
at the scene of the murder.

Lorenzoni said that at some
point prior to his murder, Pike
was struck with a finished board,
but was not seriously injured.
Later, reports say the three sup-
posedly left the apartment and
headed toward Price Chopper to
purchase more beer, when anoth-
er argument ensued, and Green
stabbed Pike multiple times.

Pike was found dead on the Rail

Trail by a passerby around 5 a.m.,
not far from his Bleecker Street
apartment.

Lorenzoni said that following
the murder, Green and a third
party, now identified as Wilson,
returned to the apartment and
took a cab to Vandenburg Beach
in Mayfield “where the clothing
and knife was tried to be disposed
of by burning. The wooden han-
dle of the knife was burned.”

Green was indicted on Dec. 1 on
six charges, including second-
degree murder and felony tamper-
ing with physical evidence.
Officials say his arraignment
could be before the end of the
month.

Wilson was arraigned in Fulton
County Court and sent to the
county jail in lieu $25,000 bail.
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Recorder file photo
Low hanging clouds race over the former Sanford barn on Route 30 in the town of Amsterdam.

By BILL SHEEHAN
Recorder News Staff

TOWN OF AMSTERDAM —
Efforts to make the final major
structural repairs to the Sanford
Broodmare barn on Route 30
got an unexpected boost this
week with the announcement of
a grant from a trust established
by a prominent Saratoga racing
figure.

“I almost cried when I opened
the envelope and there’s a
cashier’s check for $42,000,”
said Lou Hildebrandt, Jr., presi-
dent of the Friends of the
Sanford Stud Farm, adding he
first heard of the Alfred Z.
Solomon Charitable Trust from
a Saratoga librarian who sug-
gested he apply for restoration
funding.

Solomon made a fortune sell-
ing variations of European

designs made by his company,
known as Madcaps, in
Manhattan’s garment district
and was a fixture at Saratoga
during more than 60 racing sea-
sons.

Owner of a 286-acre farm in
Gansevoort, Solomon died four
years ago at the age of 104 leav-
ing part of his fortune to the
trust.

“I was skeptical of our chances
but after getting a few nudges I
did the paperwork and sent it in
focusing on the training ring,
but I didn’t think we’d get too
far,” said Hildebrandt.

“That ring on the end of the
barn is the only thing we
haven’t tackled and it’s in the
worst shape of anything,” he
said.

Hildebrandt said he envisions
a panorama inside the nine-

sided ring possibly featuring life
size blow-ups of the thorough-
bred farm’s active past.

“I’ve got a lot of old pictures
and some of them would look
great in a panorama and this is a
great room for that,” said
Hildebrandt.

According to Hildebrandt the
money comes with a few condi-
tions, one of them a clause to
credit the training ring restora-
tion to the Solomon trust.

“With this and the contribution
from the town, we’ll have about
$75,000 to do this and address
not only the structural issues but
the interior aesthetics. It’s going
to mean a change in the ring to
becoming a nice showcase ...
I’m ecstatic,” he said.

Hildebrandt said the group and
the town, with the help of con-
tributors, have spent about

$100,000 on the restoration
effort to date.

“We’ve gotten the best bang
for our investment. There’s a
new roof all around, the  north
side with the kitchen and dormi-
tory is secure. They had to jack
it up 14 inches but it’s all set
now and the windows are all
straight.

In addition to the financial
boost, Hildebrandt thinks the
Solomon grant will also add to
the credibility of the FSSF.

“People will notice that we
were worthy of this and with
what we’re able to do with the
money it positions us to look at
a capital fund drive. We’re get-
ting closer to my personal goal
of having it operating as a visi-
tors center by 2013, the 100th
running of the Sanford Stakes,”
he said.

Barn restoration gets boost

By STEPHEN HEUSER
Recorder News Staff

FONDA — A new law was
passed the village this week
which would require landlords
to register with the village.

One of the reasons for the law,
said Mayor Kim Flander, is so
the village will have emergency
contact information should
something happen to a rental
property and the owner is not in
the area.

“It helps us ... keep landlords
accountable,” said Flander. 

The law also requires the prop-
erty owners to register the num-
ber of properties they own and
the number of residents per
property, said Flander. The land-
lords are also required to keep
up maintenance on their proper-
ties, and keep the building in
good condition.

“We’re just trying to improve
the look of the village of Fonda,”
said Flander.

The registration process itself,
said Flander, does not cost any-
thing, though there will be fees
— though no greater than $350
— should any laws or building
codes be violated.

Village Code Enforcement
Officer Mike Carney, who pro-
posed the law in November this
year, said landlords could be
brought to court and possibly
face jail time if they violated the
law.

“I hope it never has to get that
far,” said Carney. 

Carney said the reason behind
his proposal of the law was con-
cerns with reaching a landlord,
should the village need to, espe-
cially if they don’t live in the
area.

“A lot of people are out of state
and don’t check on their proper-
ty,” said Carney. “We do have to
have someone close.”

Carney said he believes regis-
tration for the law will begin in
January 2009.

New law
targets
landlords

Man accused of destroying evidence in Gloversville murder case
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